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VENEZUELA." 

By  Consul  Houier  Brett,  La  Guaira. 

In  ii\)itQ  of  a  steady  increase,  imports  for  the  entire  year  1915  were 
still  slio'htly  loAver  than  for  1914,  and  lower  than  for  any  j^ear  since 
1910.  Exports,  on  the  other  hand,  Avere  $1,930,000  greater  than  in 
1914  and  have  been  exceeded  in  only  two  years.  Venezuela's  com- 
mercial problem  is  thus  not  to  find  a  market  for  its  ]:)roducts  or  to  get 
money,  but  to  discover  a  source  of  supply  for  the  kind  of  goods  it 
needs.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  this  source  is  being  discovered 
in  the  United  States. 

Proportion  of  American  Goods  Sold  to  Venezuela — Classes  of  Imports. 

In  1912  the  United  States  supplied  33.21  per  cent  of  the  total  im- 
ports; in  1913.  38.53  per  cent;  in  1914,  43  per  cent;  and  in  1915,  58.90 
per  cent.  The  value  of  American  goods  imported  in  1915  was  $7,- 
948,219,  as  compared  with  $6,944,130  in  1913,  the  highest  previous 
record.  The  United  States,  S])ain,  and  Great  Britain  were  the  only 
commercial  countries  that  sold  more  to  Venezuela  in  1915  than  in 
1914.  Austria,  Belgium,  and  Germany  have  disappeared  from  the 
statistical  tables,  while  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  St.  Lucia  have  ap- 
peared as  importing  countries,  and  the  purchases  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Netherlands  have  greatl}''  increased. 

The  percentage  of  exports  sent  to  the  United  States  in  1912  was 
39.22;  in  1913,  28.73;  in  1914,  43.55;  and  in  1915,  50.27. 

The  imports  in  1915  may  be  classified  as  follows: 


Classes. 

i9r. 

Classes. 

1915 

$3,794,993 
3, 599,  .")89 
2,eiO,937 

1 

1,501,7(;3  1 

365, 983  1 

1 

Earths,  earthenware,  glass,  crockery, 
etc     

f 150  372 

Metals  and  metal  manufactures 

Chemicals  drugs,  oils,  and  toilet  arti- 

Wood  and  wood  manufactures 

other  articles ' 

114'383 
1,332  217 

Total 

Paper  aud  paper  manufactures 

13,470  237 

Included  in  this  total  are  securities  $00,585  and  gold  coin  $194,102, 
articles  that  most  countries  exclude  from  statements  of  imports  of 
merchandise;  but  to  offset  this  $200,087  there  is  an  unascertainable 
but  certainly  larger  sum  for  imports  by  parcel  post  which  should  be 
included  but  are  not  because  the  values  of  such  imports  are  not  stated. 

"  A  continuation  of  the  annual  report  from  Venezuela  published  as  supplement  to 
COMMEUCE  Reports    No.  48a,  Apr.  17,  IDl'J. 
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Principal  Imports,  by  Countries. 

The  followiiiii;  table  shows  the  total  value  of  the  principal  articles 
imported  into  Venezuela  in  lOl-t  and  1015.  and  the  principal  countries 
from  which  they  came: 


Articles  and  countries. 


Agricultural  implemonts... 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Arms  and  accessories 

United  States 

Cheap  shotguns 

United  States 

Automobiles 

United  States 

BagRuig 

United  States 

CIreat  Britain 

Netherlands 

Beer 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Netherlands 

Beverages,  alcoholic 

United  States i 

Great  Britain | 

France 

Netherlands 

Biscuit ' 

United  States I 

Great  Britain I 

Germany | 

Butter 

United  States 

France ' 

Netherlands I 

Canned  meats I 

United  States 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Carbonic  acid  gas 

United  States 

Germany 

Netherlands 

Cement 

United  States 

Trinidad 

Cheese 

United  States 

Netherlands 

Italy 

Coal 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Netherlands 

Confectionery 

United  States 

Great  Britahi 

France 

Italy 

Cordage 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Cotton,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Knit,  goods 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Germany 

Netherlands 

Spain 

Italy 

Other  cotton  goods 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Germany 

Netherlands 

Italy 

Spain 

Baw  cotton 


1914 


,1!218,  C84 
117,304 
38, 661 
63, 495 
41,225 
30, 000 
1,800 
157,474 
127,325 
241,227 


205, 800 

27, 851 

69,349 

4,400 

2,335 

40,225 

20, 327 

151, 155 

4,320 

42,760 

78, 434 

11,983 

106, 098 

51,248 

14,243 

6,636 

185,848 

62,330 

16, 178 

52,958 

72,208 

37,644 

7,727 

3,173 


10,813 

2,792 

2,941 

3,541 

99, 622 

59,070 

12,333 

.56,944 

678 

45, 556 

4,944 

134,600 

19, 963 

62, 357 

28, 072 

91,679 

34,  .540 

13,307 

6,666 

18, 815 

So,  846 

78, 842 

1,012 


102,072 

697 

4,392 

18,960 

44,740 

10, 310 

61,931 

9,005 

2, 460, 528 

349, 037 

1,340,846 

47,929 

215,373 

211,936 

214,250 


$3.32,957 

276,024 

41, 146 

12, 744 

12,711 

1,470 

142 

244,111 

241,412 

227, 693 

1,170 

210, 790 

6,192 

23, 204 

2,830 

1,326 


15,006 
158, 383 
21, 017 
20, 522 
105,315 
5,248 
94,211 
71,527 
12,034 


211, 185 
168,351 
16,000 
19, 232 
129, 037 
85,116 
4,370 


4,613 
18, 755 
18,253 


79, 774 
51, 174 
11,578 
35, 636 

2,936 
26, 663 

3,450 
93,603 
45, 548 
39,311 

8,351 
7.5, 146 
38,222 

8, 573 
10, 590 
14,OS3 
104,921 
95,447 

3,seo 


173,575 

13, 532 

5, 467 

20,090 


-   21,372 

102,418 

4,787 

2, 369, 017 

485,010 

1,418,281 

37, 169 


Articles  and  countries. 


63, 165 


93,827 
205,608 

51, 127 
109, 793 


nrugs  and  medicines 

United  States 

Great  lirilain 

France 

Germany 

Netherlands 

Italy 

Spain 

i:arthen\vare  and  crockery. 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

G  ermany 

Netherlands 

Klectrical  apparatus 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Netherlands. 


limrines,  gas  and  oil  (motors) 
United  States 


Great  Britain 

France 

Netherlands 

Trinidad 

Fxplosives,  powder,  dyna- 
mite and  fuses 

United  States 

Flour,  wheat 

United  States 

Trinidad 

Grain: 

Rice 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Germany 

Netherlands 

Spain 

Trinidad 

Barley,  malted 

United  States 

Germany 

Netherlands 

Glass: 

Bottles 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

(iermany 

Netherlands 

Manufactures  of 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Germany 

Netherl-ands 

Window 

United  States 

G  old  coin 

United  States 

Hams 

United  States 

Iron: 

Domestic  wares 

Ihiited  States 

Great  Britain 

(iermany 

Netherlands 

Manufactures  of,  n.e.s.. 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Netherlands 

Unfini.shed 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Netherlands 

Pipes  and  tubes 

United  States 

Great  Britain.: 


1914 


$472, 452 
214,041 

24, 540 
122, 790 
64, 791 
20,088 
17,888 


1915 


34,504 
.530 

7, 562 
19, 562 

6,200 
115,388 
65, 895 
37,000 

4,678 

4,444 
86,024 
.50, 172 
11,609 

3, 118 
15,  861 

1,176 

IS, 102 

11,884 

886, 530 

876, 717 


396, 906 
63,630 
17,934 
10, 856 
86,922 

196,052 


72,597 
9,639 

57,284 


71,560 
143 
403 
671 


1 

987 
805 
84 

so; 

83 

lo: 
11 

25 
26: 

107 

54 

22: 

11 

8 

114 
,56 
17 
14 

173 

108 
29 


$6.30,340 

375,337 

52, 760 

124,977 


17,150 
22,209 
7,262 
19, 802 
2, 995 
9, 562 


4,401 

106, 495 

95, 93S 

9, 940 


81)5 
63, 004  . 
:W,945 
15,090 

675 


3, 846 

19,  .531 

19,531 

1,101,906 

1,091,821 

10,865 

619,952 

424,618 

91,415 

656 


24,029 
23,866 
41, 660 
36, 101 


15, 789 
12,095 


38,385 
26,963 
3,698 
3,376 


3,142 
3,211 
1,418 
193,405 
193, 405 
57,606 
56,798 

41,524 
16,592 
8,854 


14,882 

72,287 

50,692 

7,760 


4,445 
109,523 
97,542 

5,417 

1,255 
116,643 
110,178 

6,117 


VENEZUELA. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Lamps,  lanterns,  and  acces- 
sories  

United  Slates 

Germany 

Netherlands 

Leather 

United  States 

France 

(iermany 

Netherhiiuls 

Macliines    and    machinery 


n.  e. s. 


United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

France 

Netherlands 

Machine  parts  and  accesso- 
ries  

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Netherlands 

Italy 

Spain 

Nails 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Netherlands 

Oils: 

Machine 

United  States 

(ireat  Britain 

Germanj' , 

Gasoline  and  benzine. . 

Ignited  States 

Denmark 

Netherlands 

Kerosene 

United  States , 

Linseed 

I'nited  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Netherlands 

Olive 

France  

Italy 

Spain 

Olives  and  capers , 

France 

Spain 

Paints,  ordinary 

United  States ". . 

Great  Britain 

Netherlands 

Trinidad 

Paints,  enamels,  and  colors. 

United  States 

Germany 

Netherlands 

Paper,  printing 

United  States 

Paper: 

Wall 

United'States 

Germany 


1914 


$26, 840 

14, 298 

7,413 

3,591 

213,315 

118,467 

51, 757 

27, 895 

9,458 

600,612 
407, 612 
36, 745 
59, 277 
7,646 
29, 781 

98,308 
62, 839 
10,061 
5,595 
6, 906 


30, 499 
18,010 
3, 483 
2,069 

37, 354 

30,665 

3,120 

2,569 

73,170 

54, 082 

9,561 

971 

170, 796 

169,358 

16, 872 

7,240 

851 

5,920 

1,815 

107,918 

6,848 

43,938 

34,284 

6,877 

1,163 

3,434 

54, 676 

26, 789 

5,037 

2,820 


21,  769 
9,063 
8, 525 
2,351 
32, 575 
23, 061 

7,081 
4,249 
1,522 


1915 


$17,148 
13,085 


1,384 
220. 3.i9 
1X6,194 
27, 144 


1,131 

568, 605 

375, 461 

20, 454 


3,843 
1.52, 688 

124,205 

98,618 

10,  815 

2, 023 

5,110 

1,325 

3,107 

26, 954 

20, 855 

3,664 

2,326 

41,432 
34, 292 
2,191 


99,317 
93,  828 


2, 503 

176,200 

173,612 

21,076 

17,956 

1,793 


234 

153, 835 

12,516 

35, 274 

99, 451 

12, 507 

1,295 

7,881 

62, 417 

41,819 

3,136 

2,495 

1,693 

23,378 

19, 668 


1,312 
38, 590 
37, 924 

4,047 
3,589 
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Paper— Continued . 

Other 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Germany 

Noihcrlands 

Italy 

Spain 

Perfumery 

United  States , 

Great  Britain 

France 

Netherlands 

Railway  materials 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Netherlands 

Sardines 

United  States 

Germany 

Netherlands 

Spain 

Spices 

United  States 

Spain 

Stearin 

United  States 

Netherlands 

Tobacco  and  manufactures 

of 

Turpentine 

United  States 

Thread  and  yarn,  cotton 
and  linen.. 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Germany 

Netherlands 

Italy 

Spain 

Tools 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Netherlands 

Germany 

AVines 

United  States 

(Treat  Britain 

France 

Italy 

Spain 

Wire,  barbed 

United  States 

Wire,  galvanized  iron 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Woolen  goods 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Germany 

Netherlands 


1914 


$118, 839 

25, 293 

6,  .535 

1,839 

25, 351 

2<»  437 


1915 


101,906 
22, 829 
12, 496 
43, 481 
12,  .^88 

223, 240 
56,  440 
47,649 
31,9.59 
17,  449 

131,766 


45,  841 
16, 096 
44,  1.50 
57,  784 
43, 161 
4,953 

268, 169 
19, 365 

207,  788 

10,912 

6,. 585 
5,  800 

236, 152 

2,420 

142,711 

2,  818 

32, 4.51 

23, 393 

17,888 

10, 403 

83, 752 

53, 000 

8,704 

5,630 

5, 352 

293, 660 

1,459 

14,. 373 

56,188 

47,  S77 

129,  ,304 

107, 343 

104, 091 

19, 694 

9, 915 

1,826 

4,001 

126, 037 

4,317 

51,211 

24, 265 

19, 9,55 

4, 905 


$143, 103 

92, 992 

6,261 

1,135 


21, 863 

10, 500 

7,372 

122,  .563 

27, 992 

11,896 

78,  766 

1,787 

184, 756 

130,364 

53, 860 


78, 620 
5,525 


4,  .557 

62, 033 

86, 383 

78, 115 

5,854 

349, 763 

182, 849 

164, 754 

3, 643 
7,  .544 
7,216 

297, 574 

13, 135 

211,488 

4, 544 


11,909 
31,927 
24,442 
40, 824 
33, 225 
5,094 
1,466 


259, 838 
2,437 
14, 849 
29, 514 

46,448 
140, 363 
142, 863 
142, 338 
41,. 387 
39, 368 


108, 660 
33, 804 
54, 525 
32, 243 


The  United  States  has  a  commafiding  position  in  a  large  number 
of  the  articles  imported  into  Venezuela",  while  in  others  its  trade  is 
increasing.  Even  in  some  articles,  such  as  Rangoon  rice,  which  the 
United  States  does  not  produce  at  all,  it  has  developed  a  considerable 
reexport  trade.  This  condition  is  due  entirely  to  the  fact  that  there 
are  regular  weekl}^  American  steamers  to  and  "from  Ncav  York  which 
during  the  year  brought  every  pound  of  cargo  that  they  could  pos- 
sibly tran.sport. 
Increase  of  Imports  by  Parcel  Post. 

Merchandise  of  high  value  relative  to  its  weight  is  imported  almost 
entirely  by  parcel  post.     Such  imports  are  not  included  in  any  of 
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the  preceding  figures  or  tables,  and  their  value  can  not  be  stated. 
The  volume  of  goods  received  by  parcel  post  from  the  United  States 
increased  from  50,487  pounds  in  101  P>  and  53,011  pounds  in  1014  to 
()8,G48  pounds  in  1015.  To  be  equal  I'elatively  to  our  general  com- 
merce with  Venezuela,  however,  these  shipments  should  be  more  than 
twice  as  much  as  this.  The  attention  of  American  exporters  of  jew- 
elry, silk  goods,  embroidery,  and  all  goods  of  high  value  relatlA'e  to 
weight  is  called  to  this  method  of  shipment.  Formerly  there  were 
long  delays  in  making  deliveries  of  parcel-post  packages,  but  there 
has  recently  been  a  great  improvement  in  this  respect. 

MARACAIBO. 

By  Consul  G.  K.  Donald. 

Maracaibo,  the  leading  port  in  Avestern  Venezuela,  is  a  city  of 
some  50,000  inhabitants  and  the  capital  of  the  State  of  Zulia.  At  this 
port  enter  all  the  imports  destined  for  the  Venezuelan  States  of  Me- 
rida,  Trujillo,  Tachira,  and  Zulia.  and  also  for  the  Province  of  San- 
tander  in  Colombia,  the  principal  city  of  which  is  Ciicuta.  The  pop- 
ulation of  the  district  is  about  000,000,  the  vast  majority  of  which. 
however,  are  peons  of  little  purchasing  ])ower.  Although  there  are 
three  railroads  in  the  district,  none  of  them  touches  at  Maracaibo; 
intercourse  with  foreign  countries  and  with  other  parts  of  Venezuela 
being  entirely  by  water. 

Almost  all  of  the  manufactured  goods  used  here  are  imported. 
Among  the  local  manufactures  are  soap,  candles,  harness  and  saddles, 
rum,  marcaroni,  shoes,  coconut  oil,  tanned  skins,  beer,  ice,  and  hats. 

Development  of  Oil  Lands. 

During  1915  the  development  of  oil  lands  in  this  consular  dis- 
trict was  continuous,  and  one  new  company  Avas  formed.  La  Com- 
pania  Anonima  Las  Minas  Rio  Pauji,  with  Venezuelan  capital.  Its 
properties  are, in  the  State  of  Zulia  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Lake 
Maracaibo.  All  of  the  machinery  and  other  supplies  were  pur- 
chased in  the  United  States. 

Besides  this  Venezuelan  company  there  are  two  British  companies 
operating  in  this  consular  district  and  possessing  flowing  wells, 
namel}^,  the  Venezuelan  Oil  Concessions  (Ltd)  and  the  Colon  De- 
velopment Co.,  and  one  American,  the  Caribbean  Petroleum  Co. 

The  Venezuelan  Oil  Concessions  (Ltd.)  has  a  concession  in  the 
Distrito  de  Maracaibo  and  also  on  the  easteriL  side  of  Lake  Mara- 
caibo about  25  miles  from  the  city  of  Maracaibo. 

The  Colon  Development  Co.  is  prospecting  and  drilling  in  the 
Distrito  Colon  on  branches  of  the  Catatumbo  River.  The  wells 
of  this  compan}^  are  over  300  miles  south  of  Maracaibo. 

The  Caribbean  Petroleum  Co.  has  probably  the  largest  invest- 
ment. It  has  the  right  to  drill  in  any  part  of  Venezuela  and  has 
several  fields  in  this  district,  one  on  the  eastern  and  three  on  the 
western  shore  of  Lake  Maracaibo. 

Extending  Use  of  Oil  as  Fuel. 

Oil  as  fuel  was  tried  out  on  one  of  the  lake  steamers  of  La  Flota 
del  Lago  to  the  apparent  satisfaction  of  the  company,  and  tli#se 
lake  steamers  and  very  probably  the  coastwise  steamers  of  the  Com- 
paiii  de  Xavegacion  Fluvial  y  Costanera  de  ^"enezuela  Avill  all  soon 
be  burning  oil.    The  local  electric-light  company  will  also  use  oil  as 


VENEZUELA — MAEACAIBO.  5 

fuel.     Exports  of  crude  oil  will  probably  begin  in  1917.     Small  ship- 
ments Lave  been  made  to  Caracas,  where  it  is  used  on  the  roads. 

These  oil  companies  are  large  consumers  of  American  products, 
not  only  machinery  but  food  products,  wire  netting,  lumber,  and 
other  construction  materials. 

Foreign  Trade  of  Maracaibo. 

Maracaibo's  foreign  trade  for  1915  was  somewhat  unsatisfactor}^ 
compared  with  that  of  Venezuela  as  a  whole.  For  instance,  Vene- 
zuela's imports  decreased  only  3.69  per  cent,  while  those  of  Maracaibo 
decreased  8.3  per  cent  from  the  figures  for  1914.  The  exports  for  the 
country  increased  8.75  per  cent,  and  those  of  this  port  remained  prac- 
ticall}^  the  same.  Maracaibo  is  still,  however,  the  first  port  in  value 
of  exports  and  second  in  imports.  In  1915  it  had  21.9  per  cent  of  the 
total  imports  and  La  Guaira  had  48.6  per  cent.  In  1914  Maracaibo 
imported  23  per  cent  of  the  total  and  in  1913  only  20  per  cent,  so 
that  its  relative  importance  in  the  country's  trade  has  not  changed 
to  any  extent. 

The  fact  that  Maracaibo's  imports  decreased  in  1915  by  $267,428, 
or  8.3  per  cent,  might  be  explained  by  the  total  absence  of  Germany 
in  the  statistics  for  1915,  for  in  1913  that  countrv's  sales  to  this  dis- 
trict amounted  to  $782,000,  and  even  in  1914  to  $286,641. 

Below  is  a  table  showing  the  value  of  the  imports  into  Maracaibo 
and  the  exports  from  the  port  by  countries  for  three  years,  compiled 
from  the  official  Estadistica  Mercantil  v  Maritima. 


Coiintrj-. 


Austria 

Belgium 

Colombia 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Netherlands 

West  Indies 

Spain 

United  Kingdom... 

United  States 

All  other  countri-es . 

Total 


Imports  from. 


$2,032 
100,053 


77, 744 
781,798 
117, 709 
82,959 
9,  li- 
no, 864 
782,511 
1,548,270 


3,613,057 


1914 


$1,436 
54,809 


62, 189 

486, 641 

127, 369 

111,117 

8,782 

91,303 

490, 339 

,  784, 862 

201 


J  57, 979 


107, 097 
255,567 


152,850 

425, 475 

1,945,057 

7,595 


2,951,620 


Exports  to. 


1913 


S3, 547 

6,963 

39, 196 

661,269 

,891,265 

149,338 

31,378 

153, 509 

8.613 

53,352 

, 968, 270 

17, 756 


8, 984, 456 


1914 


$10,425 

7,933 

68, 445 

54, 433 

709,217 

176,223 

55, 301 

187, 654 

18,327 

■65,322 

,  497, 584 

7,613 


6,858,477 


S3S,880 
.35, 142 


294,207 

249, 053 

939, 685 

33,364 

24,367 

,113,640 

131,411 


6, 865,  749 


Imports  from  TJnited  States,  TJnited  Kingdom,  and  Germany. 

The  value  of  imports  at  Maracaibo  in  1914  and  1915  from  the 
United  States,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Germany,  respectively,  and 
the  total  from  all  countries,  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Hems. 

From  United 

States. 

From  United 
Kingdom. 

From  Ger- 
many. 

From  all 

countries. 

1914            1915 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

-VgricuUural  implements 

Ammunition,  revolver  

546,500 
23,884 

3131,000 
18,203 

SI  2,  700 

$10,  .300 

S5,000 
4 

S69,S00 
23, 888 
5,214 
0,SSO 

21,110 

6,680 

66, 826 

143,050 

6,488 

$141,300 
18  203 

0,880 

21,050 

1,230 

13,079 

142,970 

5,145 

40 

19,150 
3, 200 

79,974 

168,070 

4, 252 

5  240 

Breadstuffs: 
Biscuit — 

Soda 

30 
1,160 

'"'436' 

25 

4,160 
29,311 

19  150 

Sweetened 

3  790 

Rice 

82  164 

Wheat  flour 

les'  070 

All  other 

5 

1,140 

4,347 

SUPPLEMENT   TO  COMMERCE  EEPOETS. 


Items. 


From  United 
States. 


1914 


1915 


From  United 
Kingdom. 


1915 


From  Ger- 
many. 


1914 


1915 


From  all 
countries. 


1914 


Canned  foods 

Cars,    carriages,    and    other 
vehicles: 

Automobiles 

All  other 

Cement,  Port  land 

Chemicals,  drugs,  dyes,  and 
medicines: 

Calcium  carbide 

Preparations,  medicinal. . 
Cinchona  bark,  alkaloids 

or  salts  of 

Soda 

Another 

Copper 

Copper  manufactures 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 
Cloth- 
Bleached 

Unbleached 

Cotton  thread— 

Except  spool 

Spool 

Wearing    apparel,    knit 
goods,  underwear,  and 

hosiery 

Disinfectants 

Earthen,  stone,    and   china 

ware 

Electrical  apparatus 

Fibers,  vegetable  and  textile 
grasses,  manufactures  of: 

Bags 

Cordage 

Fish,  cured  or  preserved:  Sar- 
dines  

Foods,  prepared 

Glass  and  glassware: 

Bottles 

Other 

Grease  and  oils 

Hats 

Hats,  materials  for 

Rubber  manufactures: 

Tires 

All  other 

Iron  and  steel  and  manufac- 
tures of: 

Iron  and  steel 

Cutlery 

Firearms: 

Shotguns 

Other 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures 
of: 

Ilousehold  articles 

Lamps  and  lanterns 

Machinery 

Motors  and  accessories 

Nails 

Scales 

Structural 

Tools 

■\Yirc  and  articles  made 
from— 

Tiarbed  wire 

Other 

Other .- 

Leather  and  manufactures  of: 

Tanned  skins 

Manufactures  of 

Malt,  barley 

Meat  and  dairy  products: 
Butter  and  substitutes. . . 

Lard 

Milk  and  cheese 

Munitioas 

Oils: 

Kerosene 

Other  mineral  oiis 

Olive,  edible 

Paints,  pigments,  colors,  and 
varnishes 


$11,412 


5,582 
5,200 
22, 816 


12,450 
67, 178 


2,762 
3,212 
1,500 
3,564 


252,397 
701 

712 
985 


507 
1,272 

166 
8,159 


1,986 

30 
3,814 
1,018 


12,975 
3,S04 


$16,307 


20,966 
2, 568 
8,924 


15,980 
107,116 

4,829 
7,796 
8,691 
1,000 
9,361 


269,472 
631 

3,405 
824 


2,749 
4,223 

970 
10,739 


4,838 
13,698 

66 
1,900 

9,000 

8,404 

11,549 

336 

737 

5,600 
3,152 


2,178 
5,785 


$845 


$141 


$1,341 


90 
3,192 


5,974 


22,499 


1,381 
845 

2,800 
370 


289,872 
20,894 


662 
16,112 


3,682 
19 

2,390 

77 


782 

698 

6,000 

1,642 


280, 365 
17.374 


904 
16,905 


3,636 
2,665 

2,455 


661 
3,386 


106 
S66 


48 
1,095 


490 


1,065 
4,726 


22,512 


3, 450 
2,177 
174, 700 
9,100 
8,200 
3,700 
7,282 
27,  700 


30, 400 

1,962 

33, 515 

18, 598 
3, 286 


8, 460 

6,708 

634 

1,102 

30, 722 

7,596 

410 

13, 030 


3,427 


6,209 

3,398 

177,820 

13,000 
7, 600 
5,400 
2,300 

11,000 


49,  500 
34,:^41 
33, 928 

17,848 
7,642 
7,810 

12, 023 
9,482 
2,044 
6,373 

28, 734 

8,933 

260 

17,587 


1,171 

61 

15, 600 

3,800 

800 

800 

1,032 

1,800 


1,100 

116 

4,505 

39 
211 


10 


400 
1,619 


67,553 
193 

8,423 
8,139 


9,430 
3,975 

5,439 
316 


14 

8,260 


116 

39,345 
664 

11,500 

4,670 

83 

21,934 

11,424 


1,200 

25 
1,288 


2,425 
4,427 


2,642 
1,038 


2,330 

130 

3,830 


1,800 


19 
1,700 


40 
3,592 


134 
315 


9,469 

2,615 

12, 320 

100 

2,100 

50 

155 

2,000 

1,545 

7,464 

700 
522 


8,118 

156 

15,340 

6,230 


1,891 
4,806 


1,452 


862 
60 

4,059 


$17, 378 


14,961 
5,290 
26,008 


12,310 
126, 124 


4,809 
7,851 
4,800 
5,628 


717,977 
21,788 

12, 790 

27, 540 


41,690 


8,286 
8,660 


13,418 

51,773 
4,307 

11,700 
8,547 
1,197 
27,431 
16, 256 

1,720 
4,610 


16,465 
13,303 


10,928 
30,291 


16,009 

5,292 

201,280 

13, 400 

13, 400 
4,600 
8, 475 

35,400 


41,200 
3,633 
46, 721 

27, 308 
3, 876 
20, 340 

16,  ISO 
6,789 
4,606 
6,077 

30,836 
11,219 
32,560 

19,093 


VENEZUELA — MAEACAIBO. 


Items. 

From  United 
States. 

From  United 
Kingdom. 

From  Ger- 
many. 

From  all 
countries. 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of: 

$5,660 
9,318 

5, 149 

5, 470 

36,908 

9,808 

$4,717 
19,317 

3,489 
8,000 

68,919 

9,655 

725 

14,290 

19,339 

650 

2,805 

4,071 

45, 940 

15, 126 

2,821 

7,651 

2,768 

58 

10,620 

1,231 

248, 523 

$272 
12, 193 

2,280 

$5,932 
29, 898 

16,977 
6,000 

44,200 
9,808 

16, 781 

10, 660 

44,831 
50, 580 
6,322 
5,702 
39, 187 
22,404 
6,651 
1,340 
5,018 

5,180 
22, 824 
28,548 
640, 891 

$4,717 

Another 

$1,329 
4,789 

$754 
2,130 

30, 591 

7,416 
8,000 
08,919 
9,655 
6,519 

Perfumeries,  cosmetics,  and 
all  toilet  preparations 

7,292 

Silk,  manufactures  of     

643 

1,570 
780 

19,127 

1,530 

66 

117 

2,900 
80 

7,903 

1,440 

134 

164 

10, 790 
640 

6,108 
17,520 
4,575 
1,162 

Spices 

8,380 
2,826 

14,470 

Spii'its,  wines,  malt  liquors, 
and  other  beverages: 
Spirits,  distilled 

46,365 

AVines 

Other 

Stat  ioncry,  supplies 

Stearin    

950 
1,235 
4,309 
2,531 
17,022 
5,810 

44,150 
3,783 
4,572 

60, 895 

Sugar,  confectionery,  and  jams 
Tin,  manufactui"es  of 

2,502 
42 
686 

450 

360 

6, 408 

49  12'> 

355 

46 

8,263 

19 

316 

41 

4,603 

9,101 

1,024 
510 

17,251 

3,297 

Toilet  articles 

54 
1,041 

20,039 

3,675 

Toys  

3,819 

1,556 
8,228 
12,833 
:38,771 

Umbrellas, parasols,  and  sun- 
shades  

2,913 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of. . 
Wool,  manufactiu-es  of:  Cloth. 
All  other  articles 

13,511 

15 

515,946 

12,290 
11,673 

286, 448 

Total 

1,784,862 

1,945,057   490,339 

425,475 

486,641 

|3, 219,048 

2,951,620 

American  Goods  Imported  at  Maracaibo. 

The  United  States  is  steadily  increasing  its  sales  to  Maracaibo.  not 
only  in  percentage — it  furnished  05. 8  per  cent  of  total  imports  in 
1915,  55.4  per  cent  in  1014,  and  43  per  cent  in  1913 — but  also  in  actual 
value,  whicli  in  1915  was  almost  $400,000  more  than  in  1913  and 
almost  $200,000  more  than  in  1914.  It  has  almost  a  monojioly  in  such 
lines  as  agricultural  implements,  breadstufts.  canned  foods,  auto- 
mobiles, calcium  carbide,  soda,  electrical  apparatus,  grease  and  oils, 
arms  and  ammunition,  motors  and  accessories,  scales,  l)arbed  wire, 
tanned  skins  and  manufactures  of,  kerosene,  newsprint  paper,  pumps, 
paints,  railroad  materials,  naval  stores,  spices,  and  sweets.  Sweets,  or 
''  clulces,"  include  confectionery,  jams,  preserves,  and  similar  goods. 

In  such  imports  as  agricultural  implements,  wheat  flour,  rice, 
medicinal  preparations,  bleached  cotton  cloth,  machineiT,  railroad 
materials,  and  stearin,  the  United  States  is  well  represented,  but 
there  is  room  for  increase  in  its  sales  of  machinerv  and  cotton  cloth. 
Other  goods  to  which  American  exporters  .should  devote  their  atten- 
tion are  olive  oil.  paper,  perfumery,  distilled  spirits,  wines,  toilet 
articles,  umbrellas,  woolens,  cotton  thread  (spool),  unbleached  cot- 
tons, knit  underwear  and  hosiery,  sardines,  ])repared  foods,  and  hats, 
for  in  none  of  these  does  the  Ignited  States  ligure  very  largely. 
Demand  for  UndcTshirts. 

There  is  a  large  demand  for  coar.se  cotton  undershirts  in  pink,  blue, 
and  white  with  long  sleeves.  These  have  come  almost  entirely  from 
Spain,  Germanj',  and  France.  There  is  also  a  small  demand  for  a 
finer  knit  undershirt.  An  importer  told  the  writer  that  he  was  mak- 
ing a  trial  order  of  50  dozen  American  undershirts  and  said  he  be- 
lieved that  American  manufacturers  could  compete  with  those  of 
Spain.  Imports  of  hats  in  1914  amounted  to  $-27,431,  but  none  came 
from  the  United  States.  Spool  thread  comes  mostly  from  Great 
Britain;  olive  oil  from  Italy  and  Spain;  wines  from  Germany,  Spain, 
and  Italy:  sardines  from  Spain;  and  woolens  from  great  Britain  and 
Germany. 
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SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE  REPOETS. 


Parcel-Post  Business — Transshipments  of  Goods. 

Packages  weighing  15,402  kilos  (33,384  pounds)  were  imported  by 
parcel  post  in  1915  and  21,637  kilos  (47,700  pounds)  in  1914.  Valueb 
are  not  given. 

Goods  destined  for  the  Province  of  Santander,  Colombia,  and  in 
transit  through  Maracaibo  in  1915  had  the  following  values :  From 
the  United  States,  $271,818;  Netherlands,  $27,750;  Great  Britain, 
$37,707;  Italy,  $33,G08;  other  countries,  $12,440,  making  a  total  of 
$383,323.  This  was  considerably  less  than  the  total  for  1914,  which 
Avas  $550,800,  but  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  imjiorts  from  the 
United  States  to  this  Province  through  Maracaibo  showed  an  increase 
of  $30,000. 
Export  Trade  of  Maracaibo. 

Maracaibo  in  1915,  with  29.3  per  cent  of  the  total  export  trade  of 
Venezuela,  was  first  of  Venezuelan  ports  in  value  of  exports,  having 
$6,865,749,  compared  with  ^6,006,980  for  La  Guaira,  the  second  port. 

The  total  exports  of  coffee  from  Maracaibo  in  1915  were  33,661,848 
kilos,  compared  wdth  28,168,162  kilos  in  1914  and  34,481,277  kilos 
for  1913  (1  kilo  =  2.2  pounds).  The  exports  of  crude  sugar  ("  pa- 
nela  "  or  "papelon")  were  1,656,765  kilos,  compared  with  2,528,691 
kilos  in  1914  and  1,002,765  kilos  in  1913;  cacao,  290,719  kilos,  against 
194,969  kilos  for  1914  and  315,204  kilos  for  1913. 
Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  during  1915,  according  to  invoices 
certified  at  the  consulate,  Avere  vahied  at  $6,819,372,  as  compared  with 
$7,282,916  for  1914.  The  articles  and  their  value  are  shown  in  the 
table  below.  Exports  to  Porto  Pico  were  valued  at  $8,405  in  1914 
and  $3,577  in  1915.  There  were  no  exports  to  Haw^aii  and  the  Philip- 
pines during  1914  and  1915. 


Articles. 


Bones 

Cacao 

Coffee 

Copaiba 

Dividivi 

Fish 

Fish  sounds... 

Hides 

Skins: 

Peer 

Goat 

other  skins 
Sugar 


1914 


J3, 

52, 

C,804, 

19, 

1, 
13, 

230, 


«2, 472 

11.5,900 

0, 08(5, 074 

22, 325 

(9,049 

1,2(12 

22, 843 

337, 802 

4, 1.33 

C5, 503 

1.59 

57, 804 


Articles. 


Wood: 

Box 

Fustic 

Gateado 

Mora 

Vera 

Zapatera .... 

Other  woods- 
Wool 

All  other  articles. 

Total 


1914 


?3,  272 


2, 528 
1,053 
3,037 
4, 235 
1,807 
2, 213 
1,277 


,  282, 91G 


J  9, 532 

3,459 

3,122 

480 


10,948 

21 

3,230 

3, 248 


0,  819, 372 


Purchases  by  the  United  States  actually  increased  in  quantity, 
although  the  value  shoAvs  a  decrease  of  $463,544.  This  Avas  due  to 
the  drop  in  the  price  of  coffee  (average)  from  12.194  cents  to  10.38 
cents.  Shipments  of  coffee  amounted  to  2,335,000  pounds  more  in 
1915  than  in  1914,  but  Avere  Avortli  $778,000  less  according  to  the 
declared  values. 

Practically  every  other  export  increased  both  in  value  and  quan- 
tity. The  most  notable  increases  Avere  in  cacao,  $63,000;  hides, 
$101,000 ;  dividivi,  $69,000 ;  and  sugar,  $55,000.  Sugar  and  petroleum 
jiould  be  important  exports  by  1917  or  1918,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  tKis  will  be  the  case  in  order  that  the  welfare  of  the  Avhole  dis- 
triq^(i?|[9!j;^not  depend  on  one  product  as  is  the  case  at  present. 
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